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Seasonal Student Issues

There’s a seasonal ebb and
flow when it comes to student
issues. Here are a few things
your student may be
experiencing this month:

® Roommate problems and
floor tension

® Academic pressures due to
procrastination, workload and
lack of ability

® Burnout

® Not feeling like they have
the stamina to keep up the
pace through finals

® |ack of initiative to find
new friends or activities
because it seems social groups
are already set up

® Concerns about going
home at Thanksgiving time—
whether it’s concern about
seeing changes among old
friends, how things will be with
family members or dealing
with a romantic relationship.
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Safety and Security at CSM

We want all of our students, faculty,
staff and visitors to be safe on our
campus. That’s why we provide 24/7
campus security. We patrol the
campus regularly, enforce College of
Saint Mary policies, and continually
assess our safety and security
practices, policies and

requirements.

We are federally required to share
our crime statistics, and are pleased
that they reflect our efforts to make
our campus safe. To view CSM’s
crime statistics from 2011-2013,
please visit:

http://csm.edu/student-life/campus-
living/campus-safety-and-security

If you have any questions, contact
CSM'’s Director of Safety and
Security, David Ferber, at
dferber@csm.edu or (402) 399-2319.

Writing Tips to Share

As end-of-the-term papers and projects loom large, here are some writing tips to share with your
daughter...

Avoid the Passive Voice. Instead of writing “The program was planned by Darla,” write, “Darla
planned the program.” This makes it clearer and less awkward.

Be Concise. There’s no need to be long-winded. Get to the point and steer clear of too much
“fluff” in your writing.

Get Things Right. Take great care when spelling people’s names, getting their titles correct and
other specifics. Also do some careful proofreading. Spell check doesn’t catch everything!

Attribute the Words of Others. When quoting someone, put quotes around their words and tell
where the information came from.

Don’t Go “And” Crazy. When trying to cram a lot of information in, it's easy to insert “and” many times. However, this makes for a
real run-on sentence that is poor form and hard to read. So, if there are more than two “ands” in a sentence, consider turning that long
sentence into two shorter ones.

Make Things Match. When referring to one person, don’t use “they” later on. Also, make
tenses match throughout a piece, instead of using “did” one time and then “does” the next.
Singular/plural references should jive, too.

Read It Out Loud. One very effective way to self-proof is to read out loud. This will help
determine the use of incorrect words, run-on sentences, mismatched tenses and more.

Sources: www.mindtools.com/CommSkll/WritingSkills.htm, www.arc.sbc.edu/
writingerrors.html
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T
: A Happy, Healthy
§Thanksgiving Break

« How can you and your daughter navigate a happy,
« healthy family visit during the Thanksgiving break?
« Here are some things to keep in mind...

she can also
plan her time
with friends so
there are no
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+ Discuss the Rules. Students who are used to being

; ) : : misunderstand- ¢
¢ on their own timetable at school and making their own ings or hurt
At 8 113 bh .
¢ decisions may feel restr1.cted l?y. house rule.s when feelings.
¢ they return home. Consider sitting down with your
student right away to talk Provide Time
about respectful ways of to Unwind. Chances are that your daughter has been

doing things that can work working very hard and could use a bit of downtime

for both of you, such as the  during break. So, don’t be surprised if she sleeps in or
use of a vehicle, household craves some unstructured time. Having time to unwind,
chores, curfews and the like.  especially right before finals kick in, can do your

student a lot of good.
Share Expectations Early.

If you expect your student You’ll all enjoy your break and your time together more
will visit a relative or be part  if you put these simple things in place.

of an all-day celebration
during break, share those

expectations now. That way,
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CSM Dates to Remember:

Happy Thanksgiving!
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*

Monday, November 3—Focused Registration for * Monday, November 24—Thanksgiving Luncheon

Spring and Summer 2015 Classes Begins for Students followed by Interfaith Prayer Service
*  Monday, November 3—Campus Activity Board’s * Wednesday, November 26 to Sunday, November
Karaoke 30— No Classes for Students
*  Friday, November 14—Last Day to Withdraw from #* Thursday, November 27 to Friday, November 28—
Classes College Offices Closed

*

Friday, November 14—Focused Registration for

Spring and Summer 2015 Classes Ends
Friday, November 14—Campus Activity Board’s IM po mi.

*

Mystery Bus Trip
Tuesday, November 18—Native American History
Month Event featuring Native American Dancers

*

Greetings from the Vice President for Student Development!

Dear Parents and Families,

As a parent, you play an important role in helping your daughter handle issues they face by providing
suggestions and offering guidance. Our newsletter, sent most months, will offer information and
resources for you to use during these important conversations, as well as current information about
campus events and deadlines.

At this time of year, allow me to share my gratitude to you for allowing us to care for your daughter while
she is on her college journey here at CSM. Here’s hoping you have a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving
holiday?!

Sincerely,
Tara Knudson Carl, Ph.D.
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